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UNCAC and the Implementation Review Mechanism

191

Parties to the Convention

* Approximately 70% of all reviewed countries received a recommendation
to consider strengthening whistle-blower protection.

e Half of them also raises technical assistance needs at the time of their
review.
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Global Evolution of International Standards
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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION
AGAINST CORRUPTION
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Article 33 of UNCAC

Consider measures to provide

for who
reports in good faith and on reasonable grounds
to the competent authorities any facts concerning
offences established in accordance with this
Convention.
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UNCAC provisions - facilitation of reports and protective
measures

Article 8, para.4: where appropriate, for the reporting, including
Consider establishing measures and systems to anonymously, of any incidents that may be
facilitate reporting by public officials of acts of considered to constitute an offence established in
corruption to appropriate authorities, when such accordance with this Convention.

acts come to their notice in the performance of

their functions. Article 32: Protection of witnesses,

_ experts and victims
Article 13, para. 2
Take appropriate measures to provide effective

Each State Party shall take appropriate measures . _ o o
protection from potential retaliation or intimidation

to ensure that the relevant anti-corruption ) R
for witnesses, experts and victims insofar as they

bodies referred to in this Convention are known _ _ . _
are witnesses, who give testimony concerning

to the public and shall provide access to such _ . _
corruption offences and, as appropriate for their

bodies, .
relatives and other persons close to them.
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UNCAC Protective measures

, , , Article 37: Cooperation with law
Article 33: Protection of reporting enforcement authorities

persons

: i ) ar. 4
Consider measures to provide protection P

: e Provide for cooperating offenders
against any unjustified treatment for any

person who reports in good faith and on protection as foreseen under article 32.
reasonable grounds to the competent
authorities any  facts  concerning

corruption offences.
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RESOLUTION 10/8
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oSP Resolution 10/8 “Protection of Reporting Persons”

Recognizes whistle-blowers as a
specific category of reporting
Adopted in 2023 - First persons who report corruption in
Resolution on the protection of the context of their professional
Reporting persons activity and work-related
environment who may need
appropriate protection

Have dedicated frameworks,
establish internal reporting
systems, allow to report directly
to the law enforcement

Legal or contractual obligations,

Use of “reasonable belief” Eamd Effective protective measures SIGE G Get e 7 o1 el

disclosure agreements, cannot
be used to deny protection

&"@ United Nations Corruption & Economic

N7V office on Drugs and Crime Crime Branch



Protective measures

Provide for effective
protective measures

Legal or contractual
obligations, such as
confidentiality or  non-
disclosure agreements,

cannot be used to deny
protection
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Provide legal advice to
persons who consider
reporting

No consideration of
personal reasons that may
be behind the report;

Y

Provide appropriate

remedies
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Protection against unjustified treatment

What we protect: Obijective:

* Protection against * Prevent
professional retaliation * Stop

* Protection against physical * Compensate
threats

How:

Reinstate
Temporary /definitive transfer or other ad hoc measures
Financial compensation

Protection against civil and administrative liability (protection
against SLAPP lawsuits) / reversal burden of proof

Non-validity of legal or contractual obligations related to
confidentiality

Recognition (rewards, awards, honors)
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ain points to consider

Adopting a
dedicated
framework for the
protection of
whistle-blowers

Expanding the
scope of the
Witness protection
frameworks

Establishing internal
reporting and
protection systems
at internal level

Adopting a wide
range a protective
measures
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THANK YOU

For Further Information:

+(43) (1) 26060

@UNODC and @UNODC_AC
www.unodc.org/corruption
uncac@un.org

PO Box 500, A 1400 Vienna | Austria
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